Benefit of intravenous IgG replacement in hypogammaglobulinemic patients with chronic sinopulmonary disease.
Seven patients with hypogammaglobulinemia and chronic sinopulmonary infections were treated with a preparation of intravenous gammaglobulin. In order to maintain levels of serum IgG at greater than 500 to 750 mg/dl four weeks after infusion, 0.6 g/kg was administered every month. Stable serum levels were achieved after three to eight months. After six to 12 months of this regimen, there was significant reduction in acute infections requiring hospitalization, amelioration of clinical and radiographic evidence of chronic maxillary sinusitis, and improvement in pulmonary symptoms and pulmonary function test results. The administration of increased amounts of IgG intravenously is of benefit in patients with chronic sinopulmonary infections.